
 

 

On the premise that the aural and phonocentric sensorium in Canada is restricting the 
communication between deaf and hearing people, this research looks to trace how 
communicating feels, smells, tastes, sounds and looks in the spaces between deaf and hearing 
people. This creative and community-engaged ethnographic project was an inter-sensorial 
exploration that included eleven participants across multiple modalities of English, French, ASL 
(American Sign Language) and LSQ (langue des signes québécoise). Findings suggest that in 
contrast to transactional models, there are no barriers or gaps to communicating; it is a persistent 
inter-sensory experience of the relationships existing between people and their environment. 
 
In 2001, Paula started as a sign language interpreter and then shifted to communication regulatory 
policy working at the CRTC before holding her current position as the Director of Regulatory 
Compliance and Strategy at the Canada Video Relay Services. In 2009, Paula co-founded 
Spill.propagation, a centre for hearing and deaf artists to deepen their sense of “co creation” and 
to their relationship with themselves, others, and their environment. Paula’s research works to 
create spaces where people can sense their freedom-in-communication. 
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“Sensing Resonance”, Artist credit: Emmanuelle Jacques 
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