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In 1688 William Molyneux sent a letter to John Locke. He 
asked: could a man who was born blind and has learned 
to distinguish a globe and a cube by touch, be able to 
distinguish and name these objects by sight, once he had 
been given the ability to see? Molyneux’s letter fascinated 
Locke, and psychologists and cognitive scientists wrestle 
with it today. Is it a thought experiment that can never be 
answered? Is one sense more fundamental than others?
Are the senses individuated or linked? This collection that 
explores these questions and more. Essential reading for 
students and researchers in philosophy and the history of 
psychology and cognitive science.
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